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November 4,2013

The Honorable Robert Menendez, Committee Chair
The Honorable Bob Corker, Ranking Member
Foreign Relations Committee
United States Senate
446 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20520

Re: Ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

Dear Senators Menendez and Corker:

The Arc of Alabama is Alabama's largest state community-based organization for people with
intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD). The Arc of Alabama has over 6,600 volunteer
members and a network of 29 local chapters across the state promoting and protecting the human
rights of people with I/DD and actively supporting their full inclusion and participation in their
communities throughout their lifetimes.

The Arc of Alabama urges ratification of the CRPD. The non-discrimination treaty is based on
the same values our nation espouses in the Americans with Disabilities Act - economic self-
sufficiency, independent living, and inclusion and integration into all aspects of society for all
individuals with disabilities. As a leader in ensuring the human rights of individuals with
disabilities, the U.S. must ratify the CRPD.

The United States' ratification of the treaty will continue our country's distinguished tradition as
a world leader for people with disabilities as evidenced by the ADA. Ratification will allow U.S.
participation on the CRPD Conference of States Parties, create U.S. eligibility to serve on the
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and thus allow the U.S. to provide input
into the implementation of the treaty and the development of disability rights. Such
participation will not only further our nation's vision for global human rights, but assist the
millions of people with disabilities from the United States such as military veterans, students,
scientists, tourists and business leaders, and their families who live, do business, and travel
abroad. American citizens with disabilities should have the same opportunity to benefit from a
world economy that is fully accessible to all people.

The CRPD establishes international standards regarding the rights and freedoms of people with
disabilities, and creates a common basis for greater civic and political participation, self-
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sufficiency, and independent living. The Convention reflects core American values such as the
dignity of the individual, access to justice, the importance of family decision-making, and access
to appropriate health care. The Convention is furthermore consistent with not only the ADA, but
also with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
and numerous other U.S. laws. The reservations, understandings, and declarations offered by the
Administration allow the United States to meet the obligations of the treaty while remaining
consistent with U.S. domestic law.

The Arc of Alabama urges the Senate to come together in bipartisan fashion, as it did in passing
the ADA and the more recent Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act (ADAAA), to
ratify the CRPD and ensure our global leadership in disability and human rights.

The Arc of Alabama is committed to our country's leadership for the rights and empowerment of
the 650 million people with disabilities worldwide. We believe that ratification of the CRPD will
allow the United States to continue in our global leadership in this area, and therefore urge you
and the Senate to quickly consider and ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities.

Sincerely,

Thomas B. Holmes
CEO/Executive Director

Cc: The Honorable Jeff Sessions
The Honorable Richard Shelby
Mr. Philip Richards
Mr. Peter Berns


